
Local Scholarships 2021 
 

This is a listing of our local scholarships.  Please go to the online Scholarship Application and complete the 

Scholarship Portfolio.  It is on that application where you will mark the scholarships that you qualify for.   

 

Agriculture Scholarship: 
 Dale Shepherd Future Farmer Scholarship – Scholarship is in the amount of $400.  Student must 

graduate from high school with a 2.0 GPA and be majoring in an agriculture-related field.  The 

scholarship recipient shall demonstrate financial need based on parent’s income, savings and assets, 

number of siblings, and the cost of college chosen.   
 

Church Scholarships: 
 Alden United Methodist Church—The amount of the scholarship will be $500 per year paid directly 

to the student ($250 per semester).  A receipt must be presented to the church to show enrollment.  The 

scholarship is for a girl or boy that is graduating from SHS who is in need of financial assistance.   
 

Female Scholarships: 
 JH Smith Memorial Scholarship— Given to the top three senior girls based on a weighted GPA.  

Payment is made to each recipient upon the school board receiving proof of enrollment in college of at 

least 12 hours.  Payments shall be in quarterly installments for each of the four semesters the recipient is 

enrolled in college.  The amounts are based on the interest earned on the principal of the Certificate of 

Deposit for the year preceding the graduation year.  All interest that accumulates on each scholarship 

after it has been awarded shall also be distributed to the recipient.   

 

Fine Arts Scholarships: 
 Maxine Nielsen Memorial Scholarship—This $300 scholarship was established by Maxine Nielsen’s 

family.  Maxine loved music and it always played an important part in her life.  Maxine enjoyed playing 

the piano and gave lessons to beginning students.  Student must have participated in band and/or vocal 

during each year of high school and maintained a GPA of 2.5.  One letter of recommendation from a 

school or community member is required.  This will be paid at the beginning of the fall semester.   

 

General Scholarships: 
 American Legion, American Legion Women’s Auxiliary—Each scholarship is $500.  The award will 

be paid directly to the student.  The student will receive $250 at the beginning of each semester upon 

proof of enrollment.  Student must have attended SHS at least four semesters and maintained a 2.0 or 

better GPA to be eligible.   

 Berblinger Family Memorial Scholarship—This $500 scholarship is in memory of Marion & Florene 

Berblinger.  The scholarship will be given to a student going to a college in Kansas.   

 My Sister’s Keeper – This scholarship is $300 and goes to a senior who plans to attend a higher level of 

learning.  Student must have gone to SHS for 2 years and have at least a 2.0 GPA.  Priority will be given 

to a student whose parent is active in My Sister’s Keeper organization.   

 Rice County Association of Retired School Personnel – This $500 scholarship goes to a graduating 

senior of a Rice County High School.  Applicant must have a 2.5 GPA.   

 Richard Nielsen Athletic Scholarship – This $300 scholarship is in honor of Richard Nielsen.  Richard 

loved athletics and it played an important part in his life.  This scholarship goes to a student who 

participated in athletics each year of high school and maintained a minimum GPA of 2.5.  This will be 

paid at the beginning of the fall semester.    

 Sterling Masonic Lodge - $500 scholarship to a student who plans to attend college or vo-tech.  Priority 

will be given to a student who has financial need.   



 Sterling Teachers’ Association (STA) -  $250.  Student must have a 2.0 GPA and provide 2 letters of 

recommendation to apply.   

 Student Council—Scholarship is a merit-based scholarship award.  Merit includes leadership in school, 

civic, and other extracurricular activities; academic achievement; and the motivation to serve and 

succeed.  Personal character is also very important.  Student must have attended SHS for a minimum of 

6 semesters and have maintained a 3.0 GPA.   

 

Sterling College Scholarships – for those students attending SC: 
 Robert Engelland Memorial Scholarship—This scholarship is $1,000 to a student who has 

demonstrated ethical behavior and conduct in and out of school, who attends Sterling College and 

maintain at least a 3.0 GPA.   

 Joe Henry Memorial Scholarship—This scholarship is for a student who attends Sterling College.   

 

Vocational Scholarship: 
 Bradley M. Brentlinger & Nancy Brentlinger Memorial Scholarship—This scholarship is in 

memory of Bradley Brentlinger who was a member of SHS’s class of 2007.  He was known as “Hoss” 

by all of his classmates and friends.  During school, he was greatly involved with the vo-tech program 

through HCC.  A little over a year after his high school graduation, Hoss was lost in an accident 

involving his motor bike.  In memory of him, his graduating class created a $250 memorial scholarship 

to be awarded to a graduating senior interested in furthering their education in the vocational field.  The 

recipient should be passionate about working with his or her hands and must have a G.P.A. of 2.5 or 

higher.    

 Rose Memorial Scholarship—The Rose Memorial Scholarship was established in 1992 on the 50th 

anniversary of Junior Rose’s graduation and the year Ed Rose, dedicated SHS technician, retired.  A 

$100 scholarship will be given to a student who has a genuine interest in a technical education.   

 Derek Savage Memorial Scholarship—The annual Derek Savage Memorial Scholarship will be 

presented to a graduating senior who is planning to major in Auto Body or Fire Science.  An annual cash 

amount of $250 ($125 per semester) will be given to the graduate upon proof of enrollment.   


